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 An organization’s lifeblood is its membership, the good people and exceptional professionals who give 

freely of their time and talent to ensure the success of an association. It’s been a busy and eventful year for the  

members and Board of OPHA. I am thankful for the opportunity to serve as President and for the good fortune to 

work with so many public health professionals throughout our great state. It was both humbling and inspiring to see 

the incredible response that occurred when OPHA members were asked to give of their time. Calls for volunteers to 

serve on the Documents Review ad hoc committee and as a conference poster judge were met with an overwhelming 

response.  Thank you to all of you that give to OPHA. Many of you contribute through your membership, advocacy 

efforts, conference planning activities, and committee, section, or caucus service. You are the reason that OPHA 

works and why we are continuing to grow and develop despite working in such economically challenging times. 

 While there are far too many achievements and individuals involved in OPHA to fully provide a  

comprehensive list of all the good work being done, following are some of the new activities that have taken place 

under the thoughtful and expert care of an OPHA member or group of members. Please join me in thanking our 

colleagues who are working to continually enhance the value of OPHA for its membership. 

The OPHA quarterly newsletter has been reinstated online under the editorial direction of 

Brittney Hodges. Thank you to Brittney for your time and expertise and to all who have 

contributed items to the newsletter. OPHA has a new position, Public Relations and  

Marketing Chair, which has led to regular website updates and streamlining of web  

materials. Thank you, Lynn Goldberg, for your efficient and expert work in this role. As 

part of the 2011 OPHA Business Plan, special emphasis has been placed on ongoing re-

gional public health trainings throughout the state. The first of these was an Oklahoma 

Policy Workshop held on November 15, 2011, in partnership with the Oklahoma Health 

Equity Campaign, Cherokee Nation Healthy Nation, Rogers State University, RSU Public 

Television, CPPW CDC, Strong and Healthy Oklahoma, and Prevention Institute. Thank 

you Marisa New for your perpetual drive to connect partners in public health and for  

providing such a well-received training. The ad hoc Documents Review Committee was 

created to fine-tune the important documents used by OPHA. This group of professionals is 

currently reviewing and updating our strategic plan, communications and marketing plan, 

business plan, and other vital documents to ensure that they are compatible with one  

another. Thank you Gary Davis and Lynn Goldberg for co-chairing this committee and to 

the many OPHA members who answered the call for help. The OPHA Policy Committee 

continually reviews and provides feedback on important Oklahoma legislation impacting 

public health, edits and prepares OPHA section and caucus resolutions for approval, and 

reviews advocacy efforts at the state and federal level to identify the course of action for 

OPHA. Due to streamlining within the committee, OPHA is now able to act quickly and 

efficiently, even when sources of advocacy efforts provide short notice of action items. 

Thank you Ellen Niemitalo and the entire Policy Committee for your tireless efforts in the 

realm of health advocacy. The OPHA webpage now includes the History of OPHA. This 

project was undertaken by UCO Community Health Student, Paige Sharpe, under the  

direction of Lynn Goldberg. Thank you, Paige, for capturing the rich history of OPHA and 

sharing it with our members. (article continued on page 2). 
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OPHA: Moving Forward to Impact Health (Continued) 

Thank you again to these -- and all -- OPHA members who are working to keep OPHA moving forward. We are 

writing OPHA’s history today by the advocacy efforts in which we take part, the trainings and education we  

provide to the public health workforce and beyond, the diverse membership that we help to create, and the way we 

do business with a bigger goal in mind. I am grateful to have been a small part of OPHA’s wonderful tradition of 

service and I am excited to see the role that OPHA continues to play in the future of our state’s health and quality of 

life. Oklahoma needs OPHA and there has never been a better time to be involved in the state of our state’s health! 

Rogers and Washington County  

Coalition News 
A New FREE Rogers County Fitness Training 

Program (Couch to 5K walk & run/walk program) will begin  

mid-March 2012. Rogers County Coalition and community  

partners are beginning the MAPP (Mobilizing Action through  

Planning and Partnerships) community assessment process.  

Washington County Wellness Initiative is in the process of their 

CHIP (Community Health Improvement Plan) by creating  

strategies and action plans to address top priority areas determined by 

the MAPP assessments. For more information about these  

activities, please contact Renetta Harrison, Health Educator at 

Rogers/Washington County Health Departments, at 918-341-3166 

ext. 208.  

The Great American Spit Out:  

Oklahoma SWAT Groups Urge Young People to say  They’re 

“Through With Chew!” 

 

 The growth of SWAT teams (Students Working Against Tobacco) has increased significantly in  

Pottawatomie County within the last year.  From two to a growing eight SWAT teams, students are learning how 

to become activists and to actively engage in tobacco awareness efforts.  The Great American Spit Out (February 

23rd) fell during Through With Chew Week (February 19-25th), a tobacco prevention holiday week encouraging 

spit and smokeless tobacco users to quit.  This week was an opportunity to increase awareness about spit and 

smokeless tobacco and allowed the SWAT teams to be creative in their projects. Smokeless tobacco is more  

traditionally associated with oral cancer, especially in the cheeks, gums and throat. The use of smokeless tobacco 

can also lead to other oral problems, including mouth sores, gum recession, tooth decay, bad breath and  

discoloration of teeth. Local SWAT teams participated in Through With Chew Week by wearing green ribbons, 

the color for tobacco awareness.  This was an opportunity for SWAT members to educate other students and 

teachers when asked about the ribbons.  In addition, some SWAT teams made awareness posters, spoke during 

morning announcements, and provided QUITNOW material for current users wanting to quit.  On The Great 

American Spit Out, the SWAT teams wore their SWAT t-shirts in addition to the green ribbons as a frequent  

reminder to others about the challenge to quit spit and smokeless tobacco use. SWAT teams included: Pleasant 

Grove Public School, Shawnee Middle School, South Rock Creek Public School, North Rock Creek Public 

School, Asher Middle School, Earlsboro High School and McLoud Junior High and High School.  

For more information about SWAT in Pottawatomie County, contact Natalie Syharath at  

nsyharath@gatewaytoprevention.org or visit www.okswat.com.   



The Great American Spit Out: Oklahoma SWAT Groups Urge Young People to say  They’re  

“Through With Chew!” (Continued) 

PAGE 3 

 During national “Through With Chew” week, (February 19-25), Oklahoma County Students Working Against  
Tobacco students provided opportunities for their classmates to learn about the harmful effects of smokeless tobacco. As more 
schools and workplaces become smoke-free, tobacco marketers are increasingly switching gears to promote smokeless 
tobacco, including traditional chew and snuff, as well as newer products such as “Snus” (rhymes with loose)-a small tea bag 
type pouch that fits inside the lip. According to SWAT, those advertisements and promotions for smokeless tobacco are  
specifically designed to entice young people. Snus is packaged in containers that resemble candy-tins, and one ad in Rolling 
Stone magazine describes Snus as “air guitar friendly.” “These marketing tactics are clearly intended to appeal to young  
people,” says Oklahoma City-County Health Department Youth Tobacco Control coordinator Brittney Hodges. “The tobacco 
industry is trying to create an illusion that smokeless tobacco is cool and safer than cigarettes. But the reality is that these  
products can contain higher concentrations of nicotine, so they are even more addictive than cigarettes.” On February 23, the 
Choctaw High School SWAT team explained the mystery of  the team’s “28” campaign. That number appeared on signs and 
posters plastered around the campus during Through With Chew Week. According to SWAT president Taylor Dennis, the 
number represented the 28 different cancer causing agents found in smokeless tobacco. “The ‘28’ 
campaign definitely got students talking, asking, and wondering about those 28 carcinogens,”  
Dennis said. The students created a buzz by waiting until the Great American Spit Out on February 
23rd to unveil the carcinogens. Choctaw SWAT set up an exhibit of “fake” chew to illustrate how 
disgusting it is when tobacco mixes with saliva. “Smokeless tobacco is a part of our city’s culture 
and we wanted the student body to know what the risks are of using chew, dip, and snuff,” says 
Junior Morgan Mackey.  
 On the Great American Spit Out, the Boys and Girls Club Memorial Park SWAT team 
released two live doves, one to remember those who have died from smokeless tobacco use and one 
to celebrate freedom from tobacco use. The Boys and Girls Club-Memorial Park SWAT team 
would like to thank White Wings of OKC for donating the two doves. For more information about 
SWAT in Oklahoma County, contact brittney_hodges@occhd.org. 
 

 

“Smokeless tobacco is a 

part of our city’s culture 

and we wanted the 

student body to know 

what the risks are of 

using chew, dip, and 

snuff,” says Choctaw 

Junior Morgan Mackey.  

Two school campuses adopt 100% tobacco-free policies 

 North Rock Creek Public School (NRC) and South Rock Creek Public School (SRC) 
joined a family of tobacco-free campuses after adopting a 24/7 tobacco-free school policy.   
Effective the first day of the 2012-2013 school year for NRC and effective February 14, 2012 for 
SRC, tobacco in any form will not be used by anyone, anywhere, anytime on school campus.  The 
policy covers all school events after school hours, including outdoor events—24 hours a day, 
seven days a week.  Both the NRC and SRC School Board recognized the importance of adult role 
modeling to students and are dedicated to providing a healthy environment for staff, students and 
visitors. The Smoking in Public Places Act (2000) established a minimum guideline for  
Oklahoma schools regarding tobacco use—tobacco cannot be used anywhere on school grounds 
only during the hours of 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.  That is not enough.   
 A 24/7 tobacco-free policy extends a healthy environment for school communities,  
especially in regards to secondhand smoke and youth.  The tobacco industry spends $35 million a 
year on advertising in Oklahoma alone.  With new flavored tobacco products and trendy  
packaging, the youth are the tobacco companies’ biggest targets in hopes that students will one 
day become “replacement smokers.”  Every day, an average of 40 Oklahoma children become 
regular smokers. The new policy can encourage tobacco users in school communities to quit for 
the sake of their own health and the health of their families.   
 To prepare for the next school year, policy communication will be seen among custom 
signs around campus as well as “Breathe Easy” decals on windows and doors.  Letters will be sent 
home with students in order to spread awareness and remind parents and visitors to be in  
compliance with the policy.  In addition, NRC and SRC SWAT teams will play a vital role in  
using positive ways to help enforce the policy message. Other 24/7 tobacco-free schools in  
Pottawatomie County include: Pleasant Grove Public School, Shawnee Public Schools, Tecumseh 
Public Schools and Earlsboro Public Schools. 

Below: Ok County SWAT 

students release doves in honor 

of the Great American Spit Out 

Above: Ok County SWAT 

student with “Fake Chew”  



 This event was the second annual Pottawatomie Alliance Toward Community Health (PATCH)  

coalition sponsored legislative event, where restoring local rights regarding tobacco prevention was the key  

talking point.  Growing from the successes of last year's event, a planning committee was formed to identify key 

stakeholders in the county and to create a strong list of guests and all of the elected officials in the county.  They 

coordinated with local businesses to garner sponsorships for the breakfast foods from Unity Health Center and 

rental space from the Heritage Center. The event was extremely successful, witnessing over 170 guests,  

discussion of restoring local rights to Oklahomans, and strengthening network relationships.  The Director of 

Health Services Mr. Tall Chief provided the duties of Master of Ceremonies, while Citizen Potawatomi Nation 

Chairman Rocky Barrett offered the morning prayer in the Potawatomi native language.   

 Vice Chairman Linda Capps welcomed the guests to the CPN Heritage Center and helped set the  

professional tone of the event. Keynote Speaker Dr. Terry Cline spoke about the health disparities of Oklahomans 

and how it is directly correlated to tobacco use.  There was an opportunity for Speaker Kris Steele, Rep. Tom 

Newell and Rep. Josh Cockroft to give their opinions and views on the subject.  The floor was then opened up to 

the guests for questions.  There was nearly 30 minutes of discussion of how restoring local rights would make an 

impact to Oklahoma communities, how it will affect Tribal Nations, and how it would ultimately affect the 

health of all Oklahomans.   
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Left: NRC SWAT 24/7 group 

holding up new metal signs for 

their tobacco-free campus 
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PATCH hosts second annual legislative breakfast 

Above: Attendees of the PATCH Coalition Second Annual 

Legislative Breakfast  

Below: PATCH Coalition staff and members 

who organized the legislative breakfast 
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FACE-TO-FACE TRAININGS: 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH LEADERSHIP: 

 

This series is designed to be Trainer lead, but videos available for viewing. 

 

1. Conflict Management, Decision Making, and Negotiation Skills 

2. Meeting, Teams, Culture, and Legal Authority 

3.   Goal Setting, Incentives, Delegation, Trust 

4.   Risk Communications. 

 

First Responder: 

Incident Command systems 300 & 400 

 

  VIDEO TRAININGS: 

 

REFRESHER VIDEOS FOR COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAMS 

 

ONLINE TRAININGS: though Heartland for some trainings. 

 

 Nursing: 

   -Introduction to Emergency Preparedness 

   -Introduction to Public Health for Nurses 

 

 Journal: 

   -Adapting Standards of Care for Under Extreme Conditions 

 

 Public Health: 

   -Community 

   -Contracts 

   -Critical Thinking 

   -Grant Writing 

   -Human Resources 

   -Marketing 

   -Overall Aspects for Managing 

   -Public Health Knowledge 

   -Strategic Planning 

 

To schedule Face-to-Face trainings contact: 

Tracey Burton  

405 -271-2070 ext. 46835 

Email: Tracey-Burton@ouhsc.edu 

Southwest Preparedness and Emergency Response Learning Center 

Website: SWPERLC.OUHSC.EDU 



 In July, 2011, the 

Stephenson Cancer Center 

moved into a state-of-the-

art, 210,000-square-foot 

facility on the campus of the 

University of Oklahoma 

Health Sciences Center in 

Oklahoma City.  As Okla-

homa's only comprehensive 

academic cancer center, the 

Peggy and Charles Ste-

phenson Cancer Center 

(SCC) at The University of 

Oklahoma is raising the 

standard of cancer treatment 

in the state and region 

through patient-centered 

care, research and education. 

In association with the Okla-

homa Tobacco Settlement 

Endowment Trust (TSET), 

which recently provided a 

$30 million five-year grant 

to the Center, the SCC is 

decreasing the burden of 

cancer in Oklahoma through 

innovative laboratory, clini-

cal and populations-based 

research. Cancer Center sci-

entists are conducting more 

than 100 cancer research 

projects supported by more 

than $20 million in peer-

reviewed annual funding 

from sponsors, including the 

National Cancer Institute 

(NCI) and the American 

Cancer Society (ACS).  

 

 What distinguishes 

academic cancer centers is 

the emphasis on cutting 

edge research aimed at iden-

tifying causes and develop-

ing strategies for cancer pre-

vention, diagnosis, treat-

ment, and cure, and the SCC 

is no exception.  A frame-

work for focused, collabora-

tive and multidisciplinary 

research in labs, clinics, and 

communities at the Univer-

sity of Oklahoma Health 

Sciences Center (OUHSC) 

and University of Oklahoma 

(OU)-Norman, but also 

around the state, is provided 

by five research programs: 

Basic Cancer Biology, 

Experimental Therapeutics, 

Women’s Cancers, 

Gastrointestinal (G.I.) Can-

cers, and Cancer Health Dis-

parities. 

 Pursuant to the 

2001 legislative mandate in 

HB 1071, the SCC and the 

university have set NCI-

designation, the gold-

standard for cancer centers 

across the country, as their 

top research priority.  Desig-

nation will place the Cancer 

Center in a position to re-

ceive substantial research 

grants and further advance 

its pioneering work in basic, 

translational, clinical, and 

populations-based research.   

 

 The Cancer Heath 

Disparities Program (CHD) 

is the SCC’s newest pro-

gram, and its goal speaks to 

the interests of Oklahoma’s 

public health professionals.  

It aims “to foster the genera-

tion of high quality cancer 

prevention and control re-

search, which addresses can-

cer health disparities in risk 

and survivorship and which 

is responsive to the needs of 

tribal and other high-risk, 

underserved communities in 

Oklahoma.”  It brings to-

gether teams of investigators 

to engage in peer-reviewed 

collaborative research focused on cancer health dispari-

ties as organized by the following themes: Supportive 

Care and Outcomes Research and Prevention and Popula-

tion Sciences. 

 

 Within the Stephenson Cancer Center is a center 

of excellence and focal point for a broad range of re-

search, education, and clinical activities related to to-

bacco.  The Oklahoma Tobacco Research Center 

(OTRC), which is funded by the Oklahoma TSET, is cur-

rently celebrating its fifth year of operation. OTRC’s mis-

sion statement states that the OTRC “is committed to re-

ducing the burden of tobacco related health problems in 

Oklahoma by stimulating the generation and dissemina-

tion of knowledge and the implementation and diffusion 

of effective practices.”  To date, the OTRC has funded 

eleven tobacco-related research seed grants, and they are 

reviewing ‘Letters of Intent” to submit seed grant appli-

cations for the FY13 fiscal year. Other research currently 

funded by the OTRC include: ‘Indoor Air Quality Study’, 

Heather Basara, PhD; ‘Electronic Cigarette Vapor Analy-

sis’ and ‘Novel Methods to Reduce Children’s Second 

Hand Smoke Exposure’ Ted Wagener, PhD; and 

‘Evaluation of Tobacco Social Network Sites’, Dee Wu, 

PhD.   The Stephenson Cancer Center, through the guid-

ance of the OTRC, has recently created a new Tobacco 

Dependence Treatment Program.  It is anticipated that 

this program will initially provide expanded cessation 

services for cancer patients and subsequently for clinic 

and hospital patients on the OUHSC campus.  In addition 

the program plans to work with health care, tribal and 

community partners to address gaps in services, provide 

education and training, and facilitate research that will 

impact prevention, treatment and tobacco cessation rates 

in Oklahoma. 

 

 

For additional information, visit 

www.StephensonCancerCenter.org or contact Dr. Barbara 

Norton, Assistant Professor of Research and Coordinator, 

Cancer Prevention and Control Research, at bnor-

ton@ouhsc.edu. 
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Stephenson Cancer Center Advances Cancer Prevention Research in OK 



The Power to Improve Health 
People and Policy: Impacting Public Health at Every Level 

    

73RD ANNUAL OKLAHOMA PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 

April 5-6, 2012 

Embassy Suites Hotel and Conference Center  

2501 Conference Dr. 

Norman, OK 

To register and for conference information, please visit www.opha.net/conference. 

 

 The Oklahoma Public Health Association (OPHA) is welcoming Dr. Rajiv Bhatia back to the OKC Metro 

as he presents a keynote address and post-conference workshop at the two-day annual conference at the Embassy 

Suites Hotel in Norman on April 5-6, 2012.  A native Oklahoman, Dr. Bhatia graduated from Putnam City North 

High School and is a director of Occupational and Environmental Health for the San Francisco Department of  

Public Health. He is a planner and urban designer specifically addressing policy and its far-reaching impact on the 

overall health of individuals. Dr. Bhatia will provide a keynote address and a post-conference training workshop at 

the 2012 OPHA Conference. Dr. Bhatia is a high caliber speaker and professional in his field. His Institute of  

Medicine presentation on health equity will be folded into his keynote address while the post-conference training 

workshop allows Oklahoma planners and visionaries an opportunity to use current methods and tools of the field. 

  

Thursday, April 5 Keynote Address: 

 Advancing the Political Conditions for Healthy People: Public Health as a Catalyst 

 

Friday, April 6 Post-Conference Training Workshop:  

Health Impact Assessment and the Healthy Development Measurement Tool: Emerging  

Strategies to Improve Public Policy 

 

The target audience for the Post-Conference Training Workshop includes: Policy Leaders, Public Officials, and Pri-

vate and Non-Profit Stakeholders Engaged in Public Policy and Urban Planning. 

 

 Registration fees are discounted for OPHA members – professional, student and retiree memberships are also 

available.  Lunch is included on April 5 during the OPHA awards ceremony. The Post-Conference Training 

Workshop is included in the conference registration fee and will also be held at the Embassy Suites Hotel in 

Norman. 
 

Please visit www.opha.net/conference for a list of pending and approved  

    continuing education units available for the conference.   

 

73rd Annual OPHA Conference 
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Section, Caucus and Committee Meeting Agendas~73rd Annual Conference~April 5-6, 2012 

The Maternal and Child Health section will be announcing three awards, the Achievement of Excellence, the Protho 
Award and the Sadie Award. We will have our yearly business meeting and election of secretary and chairman elect. 
 
OPHA Oral Health Section-Membership includes all dental health personnel, students, and others interested in the  
promotion and public health aspects of oral health.  Objectives include: oral health promotion and disease prevention;  
educating the general public; presenting continuing education; supporting public health policy; initiating projects designed 
for improving the health of the population; and reducing oral health disparities in all age groups. 
 
Nursing Section- Presenter is Tanya Case, Executive Director, Oklahoma Temporary High Risk Pool, a 60 million dollar 
federally funded  (by the Affordable Care Act) health plan for Oklahomans who have been locked out of the commercial 
insurance market due to a pre-existing condition(s).  Public Health Nurses encounter individuals every day on the job who 
are uninsured.  Although it is estimated that 80 percent of the uninsured are at 400% of poverty or below, there are  
individuals who can pay for insurance, but have been unable to obtain it due to their pre-existing medical condition(s) and 
who are not aware of the OTHRP.  The presentation will provide the participants the basic information about the OTHRP, 
such as who qualifies, how do they qualify, the application process, the premium rates and how they are derived, the Pool 
benefits (both medical and pharmacy), who governs the Pool, and who provides customer service.  Also, an explanation of 
how condition/disease management and case management will be discussed.  Research shows that those individuals who 
are insured live longer than those who are uninsured.  It is our goal to make sure that every uninsured individual in  
Oklahoma that can afford this Pool and knows about it. Who better to help us get our message out than Public Health 
Nurses? 
 
The PR/Marketing Committee has been working very closely with the Conference Planning Committee and related 
workgroups to maintain the OPHA website with the most current conference information.  Most recently, the 2012 OPHA 
resolutions have been updated; all OPHA members are encouraged to review these legislative priorities.  For those on  
Facebook, please “like” the Oklahoma Public Health Association page.  Any OPHA member is welcome to use this page as 
a way to share information and upcoming events.  Public health is a very broad term that encompasses so many  
topics.  Don’t assume that other public health professionals know about the latest research or that great event coming up – 
share, share, share!! The development of an OPHA Twitter account is currently underway.  Those attending the OPHA 
conference on April 5-6 are encouraged to use the hashtag #OPHA12 to tweet about the conference.  If you’d like to have 
something included on the OPHA website or Facebook, please feel free to contact Lynn Goldberg at  
lgoldberg@odmhsas.org. 
 
Health Education Section-Health Promotion is the process of enabling people to increase control over, and to improve, 
their health.  It moves beyond a focus on individual behavior towards a wide range of social and environmental  
interventions.  Health Educators serve as specialists who provide education, advocacy and organizational support within 
communities, schools, health care facilities, businesses and public health agencies. The Health Education Section Meeting 
will be focusing on the Certified Healthy Oklahoma Programs. These programs include Certified Healthy Schools,  
Businesses, and Communities as a few examples. Join us as we learn how to become part of a synergistic movement to  
create positive changes and work together to improve the Health of Oklahoma. 
 
Epidemiology Laboratory Section-At the April meeting, we will be having Dean Lampman of the Tarrant County Public 
Health / Southwest Center for Advanced Public Health Practice and Cynthia Harris, Emergency Preparedness and  
Response Epidemiologist for the Oklahoma City-County Health Department present a collaborative epidemiologic project 
about School Health Surveillance System.   
 

Environmental Section-The Environmental section primarily consists of a broad collection of Environmental  
Specialists and Sanitarians from local, state and federal agencies. The Section conducts environmental health  
inspections of community settings and includes, but not limited to:  Food inspections, environmental complaints, 
housing, wastewater, swimming pools, hotels, chemical exposures barber/salon shops and recommends improvements 
to promote a healthy environment. The speaker of the breakout will present about new (or renewed) phenomena in 
Oklahoma….earthquakes.  Anyone interested in participating in the Section is welcome.   
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The Oklahoma Public Health Association would like to thank our 

 2012 Conference Sponsors for their partnership and support! 



Child Abuse Prevent ion Month (Apr il )   

Seeks  Community  Involvement   

“It’s Your Turn to Make a Difference for a Child” 

Small, positive actions can make a difference in the life of a child. The focus this year for April, Child Abuse Prevention 

(CAP) Month, is to highlight actions each of us can take to help raise safe, healthy, resilient children.  Child advocates and the 

general public are invited to view booth displays and join in the all-day activities on Child Abuse Prevention Day at the 

State Capitol, Tuesday, April 3. This year’s activity will feature a “Save a Bottom Diaper Drive” to benefit the Infant Crisis 

Center in Oklahoma City. The public is invited to drop off diaper donations on April 3 between the hours of 8 a.m. and noon at 

the fourth floor rotunda of the State Capitol building. Although the State Capitol diaper drive will benefit the Infant Crisis  

Center, CAP advocates are encouraging local communities to organize their own diaper drives to assist parents of infants and 

toddlers that need local support. According to the latest statistics available from the Oklahoma State Department of Human 

Services, in state fiscal year 2010 there were more than 7,200 confirmations of child abuse and/or neglect in Oklahoma. There 

were 52 confirmed child abuse/neglect deaths in Oklahoma in state fiscal year 2009. 

 

“Having local diaper drives is one small way anyone can make a difference in the life of a child,” said Annette Jacobi, chief of 

the Family Support and Prevention Service at the Oklahoma State Department of Health (OSDH).  “Even one victim of child 

abuse and neglect is still one victim too many. We are focusing our efforts to get more information into the hands of new  

parents about good parenting techniques and practical ways that everyone can help relieve the stress involved in raising  

children.” Sherie Trice, OSDH community-based child abuse prevention grant coordinator said, “A few words of praise and  

encouragement to a child or the caregiver, listening carefully to what a child has to say, showing a child you care, and saying ‘I 

love you’ are simple actions that are proven ways to have a positive impact on a child.” 

 

The OSDH encourages everyone to get involved with local activities related to  

Child Abuse Prevention Month, including the following:   
• Attend Child Abuse Prevention Day at the State Capitol on Tuesday, April 3. Registration begins at 7am with activities 

until noon. There will be a mini conference at 1pm.  

 

• Donate to the “Save a Bottom Diaper Drive” at the State Capitol on April 3. 

 

• Buy a “Child Abuse Prevention” specialty license plate. Applications for the specialty license tag called “Start Right” are 

available at your local tag agency. Money will go into the child abuse prevention fund to support prevention programs 

across the state. 

 

• Participate in “Build a Blue Ribbon Tree for Kids”.  Find a highly visible spot to place your blue ribbon tree and add a blue 

ribbon for the number of children abused and neglected in your county; or the number of new babies born in your  

community; or to represent something that shows your support for children.  Email SherieT@health.ok.gov to register your tree. 

 

• Call your local library to see what materials are available for parents and childcare professionals to prevent child abuse and 

neglect and to learn good parenting skills. 

 

• Volunteer to serve on the statewide Child Abuse Prevention CAP ACTION Committee and plan to help with future  

activities. 

 

• Get involved in Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) volunteer efforts to assist children through the legal system by 

contacting Jennifer Emfinger at 1-800-742-2272. 

 

• Get involved with Prevent Child Abuse Oklahoma by calling Billie Brown at 1-800- CHILDREN (800-244-5373). 

 

For general information about Child Abuse Prevention Month activities, to request materials for your community, and to  

discover ways to get involved, call the county health department in your area or contact Sherie Trice, OSDH,  

at  (405) 271-7611 or Gabrielle Wallace, Oklahoma Institute For Child Advocacy, at  

(405) 236-5437 x 102. PAGE 10 



Section Chair Biographies (continued from Fall 2011 newsletter) 

 OPHA Oral Health Section Chair Jana Winfree received her Bachelor’s degree in Zoology from OU in 

1981 and graduated from the OU College of Dentistry in 1985.  At this time, she began an interesting and diverse 

dental career.  Dr. Winfree grew up in Ada, OK and often returns there to visit family.   Practice experiences  

include: Neighborhood Services Organization dental clinic, Rose State College teaching community dentistry and 

clinical instruction to dental hygiene students, nursing homes and residential facilities with a mobile dental unit, and 

as a dentist with the Cleveland County Health Department.  She changed her primary role from clinician to  

administration in 2007 by accepting the position of State Dental Director at the 

Oklahoma State Department of Health.  This shift resulted in increasing her patient 

load to 3,750,000. Thank you Dr. Winfree for your service to OPHA and the state 

of Oklahoma! 
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Honors and Awards 
 

Congratulations to Rogers County Health Department for receiving the  
Certified Healthy Business Award of Excellence 2011.  

 

Congratulations to Washington County Health Department for receiving the  
Certified Healthy Business Award of Merit 2011. 

 

Congratulations to Oklahoma City-County Health Department for receiving the  

Certified Healthy Business Award of Merit 2011. 

 

Awna Valenzuela received her BSN in Dec. 2010. She received her education from  
Oklahoma Wesleyan University with honors and works at Latimer Co. Health Department 
in Wilburton, OK as a PHN II. She hopes to someday be a level III with her training and 

experience. Congratulations Awna! 

Thank you to all who contributed to the OPHA newsletter for Spring 2012.  

If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions for the newsletter  

please email editor Brittney Hodges at brittney_hodges@occhd.org.  

Thank you for all you do to promote public health in Oklahoma! 

 


